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TCS ranked No 1

employer in Europe

MNEW DELRI: IT major Tata Con-
sultancy Services on Friday said

it has been named as the top

emplover in Europe for the sec-
omnd consecutive year by the Top

Emplovers Institute for excep-

tional performance across six
COe hUFThEI'I resgurce areas. PT



HT Lucknow

Rajesh Gopakumar gets
GD Birla award for 2013

HT Correspondent
@ letterstandustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The prestigious
GD Birla Award for Scientific
Research for 2013 has been given
to Prof Rajesh Gopakumar, a
theoretical physicist at the Harish-
Chandra Research Institute (HRI)
in Allahabad.

“I am extremely happy because
such awards and acknowledge-
ment encourage a scientist to
strive even harder for better
research work in the days to
come,” said an elated HRI scien-
tist while talking to HT.
Surrounded by wife Rukmani,
who is herself a mathematician at
the HRIand often helps himout in
his work, and seven-year-old son
Dhrupad, Gopakumar thanked
his colleagues and the HRI for the
constant support and the quality
infrastructure made available to
him for his research works.

He also thanked his father G
Gopakumar, a retired engineer
from a central government organ-
isation now settled in Trivandrum

u© Prof Rajesh Gopakumar. HT PHOTO

and mother Jaishree for their
guidance and encouragement.
Born on December 14, 1967,
Gopakumar has been awarded for
his important contributions on
topics in the quantum field theory
and string theory particularly at
the interface of these twosubjects.
Gopakumar is among the lead-
ing string theorists and in the last
several vears his work has made
India aleading centre for research
in string theory.

After his undergraduate degree
in physiecs from IIT Kanpur, he
went on to do his doctoral work

at Princeton University. After a
few vears as research associate
at Harvard University, he joined
HRI in 2001.
Gopakumar has made funda-
mental contributions to the
understanding of string theory,
quantum field theory and math-
ematics, He is a recipient of sev-
eral other awards, including BM
Birla Science prize in 2004.
The G D Birla award for scientific
research was instituted in 1991 by
K K Birla Foundation to recognise
high calibre scientific research
undertaken by Indian scientists
living and working in India.
The award is meant for scientists
who are below the age of 50 and
carries a cash prize of Rs 1.50
lakh. The selection of the award
is made by a board headed by the
president of the Indian National
Science Academy, New Delhi. The
boanrd includes eminent scientists
like Asis Datta, Anupam Varma,
Goverdhan Mehta, Mustansir
Barma and Suresh Rituparna.
(With inputs from K Sandeep
Kumar from Allahabad)
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